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Previously, school districts were reimbursed 70% or 100% for NPS placements, if the student resided in an LCI. That procedure has been discontinued.
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In determining a student’s district of residence, the general rule is that parental residence dictates a student’s proper district (i.e., district that has educational
responsibility). Educ. Code § 48204 establishes exceptions to that rule, as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Student placed residentially in an LCI (including a group home), licensed foster home, or a family home within the boundaries of a district other than the
parent’s district of residence,
Student attending a district other than the parent’s district of residence due to an approved inter-district transfer,
Emancipated student attending school in a district other than parent’s district of residence,
Student residing in the home of caregiving adult who lives within the boundaries of a district other than parent’s district of residence,
Student residing in a state hospital within the boundaries of a district other than parent’s district of residence.

Setting

Legal Definition

Legal Authority

Family home

Neither the Education Code nor Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code defines “family home.” However,
other provisions of the Welfare and Institutions Code provide guidance. Section 4689.1 defines family home as a home that is owned,
leased, or rented by, and is the family residence of, the family home provider or providers, and in which services and supports are
provided to a maximum of two adults with developmental disabilities regardless of their degree of disability, and who do not require
continuous skilled nursing care. With regard to Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care, “family home” is defined as the
family residency of a licensee in which 24-hour care and supervision are provided for children.
A foster family home is a family residence that is licensed by the state to provide 24-hour nonmedical care and supervision for not more
than six foster children, including, but not limited to, individuals with exceptional needs. This definition includes a “small family home,”
which means any residential facility, in the licensee’s family residence, that provides 24-hour care for six or fewer foster children who
have mental disorders or developmental or physical disabilities and who require special care and supervision as a result of their
disabilities.
A group home is any facility of any capacity which provides 24-hour care and supervision to children in a structured environment with
such services provided at least in part by staff employed by the licensee. The care and supervision provided by a group home must be
nonmedical except as authorized by law. A group home is a nondetention facility that is organized and operated on a nonprofit basis in
accordance with Welfare and Institutions Code section 11400(h).
An LCI is a residential facility that is licensed by the state to provide nonmedical care to children, including individuals with exceptional
needs. “Individuals with exceptional needs” is defined as persons who: (1) have been identified by an IEP team as a child with a
disability; (2) their impairment requires instruction, services, or both, which cannot be provided with modification of the regular school
program; and (3) come within one of the following age categories:
(a) younger than 3 and identified as requiring intensive special education and services;
(b) between the ages of 3 and 5 and identified as a child who needs early childhood special education services;
(c) between the ages of 5 and 18; and
(d) between the ages of 19 and 21; enrolled in or eligible for a special education program prior to his/her 19th birthday; and who has not
yet completed his/her prescribed course of study, met proficiency standards, or graduated from high school.
It also means the following community care facilities licensed by the California Department of Social Services: a group home foster
family agency, and community treatment facility. It does not include a juvenile court school, juvenile hall, juvenile home, day center,
juvenile ranch, or juvenile camp, a county community school, any special educational programs operated pursuant to the juvenile court
schools section of the Education Code, or any other public agency.
A residential facility is any family home, group care facility, or similar facility determined by the director, for 24-hour nonmedical care of
persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of
the individual. The law does not limit the definition of “persons” to children and would therefore likely include adults.
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